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judges in Christendom. Let me give you an
example. I believe with Voltaire that when
modesty goes out of life it goes into the language
as prudery. I am quite certain that our present
habit of not discussing sexual questions in our
books is bound to disappear, and that free and
dignified speech will take the place of our
present prurient mealy-mouthedness. I have
long thought it possible, probable even, in the
present state of society in England, where we
are still more or less under the heel of the illit-
erate and prudish Philistinism of our middle
class, that I might be had up to answer some
charge of publishing an indecent book. The
current of the time appears to be against me.
In the spacious days of Elizabeth, in the modish
time of the Georges, a freedom of speech was
habitual which to-day is tabooed. Our cases,
therefore, are somewhat alike. Do you think I
should dread the issue or allow myself to be
silenced by a judge? I would set forth my de-
fence before the judge and before the jury with
the assurance of victory in me! I should not
minimise what I had written; I should not try
to explain it away; I should seek to make it
stronger. I should justify every word, and
finally I'd warn both judge and jury that if they
condemned and punished me they would only
make my ultimate triumph more conspicuous.